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Natural Environment Research
Council
DRY (DROUGHT RISK AND
YOU): FINAL CONFERENCE
Interdisciplinary explorations in
‘DRY thinking’ – bringing
together stories and science for
better decision-making in UK
drought risk management
On 3rd July 2019 at Exhibition and
Conference Centre, UWE, Bristol,
BS16 1ZG 09:15 – 17:00.

Organised by Professor Lindsey McEwen
(UWE Bristol), Dr Emma Weitkamp (UWE
Bristol), Dr Joanne Garde-Hansen
(Warwick), Dr Antonia Liguori
(Loughborough), Prof Mike Wilson
(Loughborough) and the DRY consortium
Drought in the UK is a pervasive, creeping
and hidden risk. How can ‘the hidden’ be
revealed, and how can science and stories
work together in this process to support
better decision-making in UK Drought
Risk Management? Over the past five
years, DRY has explored this territory,
worked with diverse sectors in seven
catchments in England, Scotland and
Wales. DRY has co-researched droughts
past, and scenario-ing droughts future,
with a strong attention to thinking about
behaviours and adaptive solutions. In
doing this, DRY has explored how science
and stories can be brought together in
different ways and at different scales to
support the statutory and non-statutory
decision-making of a wide range of

stakeholders including the general public
and communities. Core to this research
has been a series of ‘creative experiments’,
exploring how science can be used as a
stimulus for stories, and stories as a
stimulus for science. This has included
creative scenario-ing of possible drought
futures, and explorations into how drought
might be visualised using science
interweaved with storying. DRY’s
interdisciplinary team has involved
drought risk scientists (hydrologists,
ecologists, agronomists) working with
hazard geographers, social science
researchers in health and business, along
with those working in media and memory,
and applied storytelling.
This conference shares themes researched
within the DRY project including how we
might:
• Rethink ‘drought data’ – its
hybridity and variations in scale
• Explore drought values and
perceptions that influence
behaviours
• Scenario future droughts through
working with science and narrative
• Explore drought cultures within the
UK
• Develop ‘DRY Thinking’ as a
process – Drought Risk and You
Please come and join the ongoing
conversation. This conference is the next
stage in an ongoing dialogue not only
among different disciplines, but also
between researchers and various
stakeholders. The conference format will
interweave a varied range of shorter
science-narrative engagements with
different types of performance (song,
animation, digital stories, performance
poetry and cartooning). The conference
will be accompanied by the DRY
Exhibition (see below for details)
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Programme
9.15
onwards

Registration/coffee/viewing the Exhibition
PROLOGUE: ‘The River is a Snake’- a community story (Sharron Kraus
video)

9.50

Professor Lindsey McEwen and DRY consortium Setting the scene:
Explorations in ‘DRY thinking’
Q. What do you understand as the evidence-base in drought-risk decision making,
and is anything missing or unaccounted for?

10.10

PERFORMANCE: Polyvocality of drought stories
≈ The Great Drought by Evelyn Cox – a section read by Dr Joanne
Garde-Hansen (University of Warwick)
≈ P for Potato – a story of 1976 from the DRY Story Bank introduced by
Professor Mike Wilson (Loughborough University)
              

10.20

Session 1: Rethinking ‘drought data’ – its hybridity and variations in scale…:
preamble (chaired by Dr Martina McGuinness, University of Sheffield)

Short thought pieces
10.25

Science and stories as data Professor Mike Wilson (Loughborough
University) and Dr James Blake (CEH Wallingford)

10.35

Combining storytelling and song writing as part of the DRY project Antonia
Liguori (Loughborough University)

10.45

Lessons in laying open drought risk modelling Dr Andrew Black (University
of Dundee), Dr Muhammad Afzal (University of Cardiff) and Dr James Blake
(CEH Wallingford)

10.55

‘Rethinking data’ in the workplace: experience of LAG members Kate Carver
(Great Fen Project – Bevills Leam DRY Local Advisory Group Member)

11.05

Discussion (15 minutes)
              

11.20

Coffee and engagement with the DRY exhibition (40 mins)

12.00

PERFORMANCE: Stories from the DRY Story Bank - Reconstructions of the
UK 1976 Drought in the Ebbw catchment, Wales.
≈ ‘It was a particular problem in ‘76’ and ‘Keep the works open at all
costs’ introduced by Dr Andrew Holmes (UWE Bristol)
≈ Catchment animation of 1976 drought in the Ebbw catchment
introduced by Dr Muhammad Afzal (Cardiff University)
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12.15

Session 2: Drought values and perceptions: pre-amble (chaired by
Professor Mike Wilson, Loughborough University)

Short thought pieces
12.20

Visualising past drought Andrew Holmes (UWE Bristol), Caitlin DeSilvey
(University of Exeter), and Liz Roberts (UWE Bristol)

12.30

Mediating Drought in the Blue Humanities Dr Joanne Garde-Hansen
(University of Warwick)

12.40

When drought stories are drought myths: the challenge of myth busting Dr
Emma Weitkamp (UWE Bristol), Professor Lindsey McEwen (UWE Bristol),
Dr James Blake (CEH Wallingford) and John Elson (cartoonist)

12.50

Discussion (10 minutes)
              

13.00

Lunch and viewing the DRY Exhibition… and sharing cartoon notetaking of the morning by John Elson (50 mins)

13.50

PERFORMANCE: Presenting climate change...explaining graphs – Chris
Beales, Reading Climate Change Action Network (Pang catchment)

14.00

Session 3 : Rethinking drought scenarios and adaptation:
introduction Chaired by Dr Mark Everard (UWE Bristol)

Short thought pieces
14.10

Visualising drought futures – bite-sized science as a stimulus for
storyboarding Dr James Blake (CEH Wallingford) and Professor Mike Wilson
(Loughborough University)

14.20

Drought futures and growing - scenario-ing with allotment holders Dr Liz
Roberts, Prof Lindsey McEwen and Dr Patty Ramirez (UWE Bristol)

14.30

Co-producing local drought impact indices – linking scenario-ing to the
catchment Prof Lindsey McEwen (UWE Bristol) and Dr James Blake (CEH
Wallingford)

14.45

Discussion (10 minutes)
              

14.55

PERFORMANCE
≈ Resilience stories from the DRY Story bank – introduced by Professor
Mike Wilson (Loughborough University)

15.05

Session 4: Exploring drought attitudes and cultures: introduction

Chaired by Dr Joanne Garde-Hansen (University of Warwick)

Short thought pieces
15.10

‘A green and pleasant land’: grassland drought as a conversation hook Dr Jill
Thompson (CEH Edinburgh), Dr Sarah Ayling (UWE Bristol) and Dr Emma
Weitkamp (UWE Bristol)
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15.20

Daylighting the hidden – exploring business cultures of drought Dr Martina
McGuinness (University of Sheffield)

15.30

Unravelling complex interactions of drought and health – Dr Tim Taylor
(University of Exeter), Kimberly Bryan (UWE Bristol), Sarah Ward (UWE
Bristol) and Owen Landeg (Public Health England)

15.40

Discussion, Tea and sharing of cartooning by John Elson

16.10

Session 5: World café discussion
Returning to:
Developing ‘DRY Thinking’ as a process – Drought Risk and You
Group discussion led by Professor Lindsey McEwen with facilitators –
Dr Joanne Garde Hansen, Dr Martina McGuinness, Dr Tim Taylor, Dr
Sarah Ward, Dr Emma Weitkamp, Dr James Blake, Prof Mike Wilson
and Dr Mark Everard.
• How do we expand the evidence base used in UK drought risk
decision-making?
• How might approaches developed by DRY make UK dialogue
about drought more comprehensive and relevant?
• How might these approaches help in shifting (or starting) the
UK drought discourse within and between different sectors?
• What can we learn from the process and outcomes of ‘DRY
thinking’?

16.55

EPILOGUE – Professor Mike Wilson (Loughborough University)

17.00

Finish – Montage Sequence #

The DRY Exhibition (co-ordinated by Dr Emma Weitkamp, Science Communication
Unit, UWE Bristol)
The DRY Exhibition will showcase the resources produced by the DRY project for the DRY
Utility. These include digital stories and the development of the DRY Utility (DRY Story
Bank; DRY Story Map and Draft Guidance), practical resources (e.g. materials for allotment
holders and gardeners) and creative materials (e.g. cartoons, videos and DRY’s input into a
Primary School Book on drought).
The Exhibition will also provide an opportunity to explore the interdisciplinary approach
adopted by DRY and how this has influenced the research outcomes. Those involved within
DRY’s research process (e.g. citizen scientists) will share their reflections during the
refreshment breaks. Conference participants are encouraged to immerse themselves in the
exhibition as a key part of their conference experience.
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ABOUT DRY

which we explored scenarios of what
might happen in potential future droughts.

Drought and water shortage can severely
affect us all through impacts on the
environment, agriculture, infrastructure,
society and culture. We started the
interdisciplinary DRY project in April
2014, with the ultimate aim of developing
an easy-to-use, evidence-based resource, to
support decision-making for management
of drought risk in the UK for a range of
end-users. The DRY project spanned
seven catchments within England, Wales
and Scotland to reflect different
hydrological, socio-economic,
environmental, cultural gradients in the
UK.

Outputs from our research include the
DRY project Utility, a resource to support
decision-making which incorporates the
DRY’s searchable Story Bank; the DRY
Story Map; and DRY Guidance on its
approach alongside papers in wide-ranging
journals across disciplines.

Unlike many other investigations which
focus solely on mathematical modelling of
drought risk and a single sector, the DRY
project has taken a unique approach,
bringing together different aspects of
drought science and multi-stakeholder
storytelling to better understand drought
risks, the trade-offs among different
management options and the tipping points
that determine their outcomes.
A key part of DRY’s research was to bring
together different types of data to build a
comprehensive picture of how drought risk
will affect a range of different UK regions
at catchment and local scales. To achieve
this goal, DRY incorporated a two-way
process for gathering and sharing local
drought knowledge. Stories about water
resources and drought were stimulated
through memories of historical drought
events, discussions around drought
images, citizen science, and imagining the
possible outcomes of drought which arise
from the hydrological drought models
iteratively developed in the team. The
stories themselves then provided contexts
that fed into our mathematical
hydrological drought models through

For more about DRY:
Project website:
www.dryproject.co.uk
@Project_DRY
Email: DRY@uwe.ac.uk

How to find UWE Bristol
Exhibition & Conference Centre
Filton Rd, UWE, Bristol BS16 1ZG
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Partners in DRY project

Funders
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